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Tae Usirep Srares are the most interesting and #maportant division of the
western continent, They are distinguished for the excellence of their govern-
| ment, the rapid increase of the population, and for the intelligence, industry, qnd
enterprise of the inhabitants. They cecupy the most valuable and productive
portion of North America, and rank amengst the most powerful commercial and
wealthy nations of the globe. . .

The United States are situated between 240 2¢' and 54° 40' N, latitude, and
longitude 17° E., and 125° W. longitude, extending tlarough 20 degrees of lati-
tude and 58 degrees of longitude, and comprise a superficial area of upwards of
2,300,000 square miles. The frontier line has a length of 10,000 miles, of which
about 3600 are sea-coast, and 1200 leke-coast, A line drawn across from the At-
lantie to the Pacific, through the centre, is about 2500 1miles in length. :

So vast a region of course includes & great variety of surfice, soil, and climate.
It abounds in navigable rivers, and a large proportion of it is susceptible of culti-
vation, and is of a quality calculated to repay the Jabour bestowed upon it, more
than almost any other region of the samne extent in the wworld: but a small portion
of its surface is occupied by mountains, which, from their height or ruggedness,
forbid all attempta to render them productive in the means of subsxstencq to mao.
There are no great deserts, and few barrens; nothing like the vast sterile plains
which exist in other parts of the world. The basins ©f the rivers are exceed-

)i ingly productive: that of the Mississippi, including the Missouri, is undoubtedly-

the finest valley on the globe, It is abundantly watered by_ streams, Wm"h not
only give fertility to their borders, but are ready to waft the gifts of the soil to the
ocean, and bring back to the inbabitants the products of all other climes. The
soil returns an ample harvest for all that is planted in it, and the climate is favour-

able to almost every production of the earth that can sustain life or increase its

luxuries,

Though lying within the temperate zone, the United States embrace a great
variety of climate. In the northern parts, the winters are long and severe; snow
often falls to the depth of two or three feet, and the cold is so piercing as to
oblige the inhabitants to make very diligent provision againstit. Spring returns
here in April, and in summer the heat is great. In the southern parts of the
country, snow is seldom seen, ice is rarely formed in the rivers, and those fruits
which shrink from a northern climate, and flourish only in warm regions, are
scattered over the soil. In Georgia, the inhabitants may collect the figs which
grow before the windows, and may load their tables with oranges, lemons, and
other exquisite fruits that grow in their gardens and groves, while in parts of
Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont, even peaches will not flourish. Between
these extremities, as in Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri, and Illinois, there is a re-
gion adapted to the wine-grape, which thrives best in places removed from both
the torrid and frigid zones.

The United States are intersected by two principal and two subordinate ranges
of mountains, the Rocky and Alleghany, the Ozark and Green Mountains, The
Rocky Mountain, or Chippewayan range, forms the great dividing ridge of North
America, separating the waters which flow in opposite directions, towards the
great oceans which bound the opposite sides of the continent. They are sitnated
at a mediem distance of abont 600 miles from the Pacific ; the highest rise above
the line of perpstual congelation, being estimated at about 12,000 feet in height,

The Alleghany, or Appalachian range, runs in a north-easterly direction from
the northern part of Alabama to New-York, stretching along in uniform ridges,
at the distance of from 250 to 80 miles from the sea-coast, and following its gene-
rol direction. It occupies in breadth a space of from 60 to 120 miles, and sepe-
rates the walers which run into the Atlantic Ocean, from those which flow into

j| the Mississippi and its tributaries, The highest elevation in this range, and the
o e e e e e i)
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most prominent in the Atlantic States, is Black Mountain, in the western part of |
North Carolina: it is 6476 feet in height. 1

The Green Mountains extend from. Connecticut, through Massachusetts and |}
Vermont, to Canada, dividing the Atlantic rivers from those of Lake Champlain |§
end the St Lawrence, Some of the peaks of this range attain considerable ele- |
vation. In Nelv Hampshire and Maine, are found many considerable peaks, which [§
are not connected with any systematic range, but are scattered in detached |
groups, The White Mountning, in New Hampshire, are the most elevated in ||
New England, Mount Katahdin, or Kteadin, near the centre of the state of |}
Maine, is the highest in that state, The view from its summit is fine and varied, {j
and extends over 80 or 100 miles. The other principal heights in Maine are ||
Wassataquoik Mountain, Mount Abraham, -Mount Bigelow, Speckled Mountain. {8

The Ozark Mountuins extend from Texus, through the weatern part of Arkan- |}
sag, into the lend-mine region of Missourt. Their general direction is nenrly [§
similar to that of the Alleghany range, and their altitude is supposed to be about
2000 feet above the sen,

"The territory of the United States is washed by three seas, the Atlantic Ocenn |f
on the east, the Gulf of Mexico on the south, and the Pacific Qcean on the west, |]
‘T'he principal bays and sounds on the Atlantic horder, are Passamaquoddy Bay, |;
which lies between the state of Mnine and the British province of New Bruns- [}
wick ; Mussachusetts. Buy, between Cape Apn and Cape Cod, on the coast of |}
Massachusetts; Long Island Sound, between Long Island and the coast of Con-if
necticut; Delaware Bay, between Cape May and Cape Henlopen, which sepa- |
rates Now Jersey from Delaware; Chesapeake Bay, which communicates with ||
the oceant batween Cape Charles and Cape Henry, and extends in a northern di- |3
rection for 200 miles, through the states of Virginia and Muryland; and Albe- |
marle and Pamplico Sounds, on the const of North Curolina,  In the Gulf of
Mexico, the principal bays are Chatham Bay, near the southern extremity of the |}
peninsule of Florida; Appalachie Bay; and Mobile Bay, in Alabama, “In the
Pacifie, the Gulf of Georgia is the most important inlet on the western const of
the United States, It separates Qudra and Vancouver's Island from the main ||
land, (:Inlxd is about 120 miles in length from north to south, and from 5 to 20 miles i
in width. ,

The great lakes Superior, Huron, Erie, and Ontario, not being altogether in the
United States, have been doseribed elsewhere, The boundary hetween the Bri- ff
tish and American territorios passea through their centre, allotting about an equal |
share of their vast waters to each nation. ILake Michigan is wholly within the |
territory of the United Siates. It is connected with Huron by ‘the Strait of
Michillimackinac, and is about 820 miles in length, and from 55 to 60 miles wide, ||
with an area of 16,200 square miles, The country around the head of this lake |§
is settling rapidly ; and the mildness of the climate, the excellence of the goil, |}
and the probuble speedy junction of its waters with those of the Mississippi, will [
shortly fill this portion of the west with populntion and wealth, By the St. Clair
River, of 36 miles course, the waters of Huron rapidly descend to the St, Clair, a
shallow lake about 00 miles in cireuit. Detroit River connects Lakes 8t. Clair and f§
Birie. The other lakes of any magnitude in the United States are Champlain in |f
New-York, Winnipiseogee in New IHumpshire, and Moose Head in Maine, ‘

Lalre Champlain separates the States of New York ond Vermont, and is in {
extent 140 miles nearly north and south, It is connected with the Iludson river
by the Champlain canal, and with the St. Lawrence river by the Sorelle, or Riche«
llen. Targe and elegant steam-honts ply daily betwaeen Whitehall and St. John's,
Lower Canada, which touch at the prineipal places, and numerous travellers are
constantly passing and repassing this route during the season of navigetion.

Loke %\fmnipiseogoc is one of the most picturcsque sheets of water in New
England. Tt is very irregular in form, and containg a number of islands, some of
wplich are cultivated, The lnke is nbout 22 miles long, and from 1 to 8 miles
wide. - ‘ .

Moose Head Lake is situnted in the central parts of Maine, It i of an irre-
gular form, about 38 miles in length, and from 2 to 12 wide, The muin branch

——
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of Kennebeck river flows from it. Around it, at various distances, are situated
some of the highest mountains in Maine. .

The Rivers which water the territory of the United States are numerous, and
some of them among the most important in the world. No portion of the globe
possesses greater facilities for inland navigation and trade, or is more generally
intersected with large end navigable streams, They may be divided into four
great classes: 1st, The streams which rise on the east side of the Alleghany
mountains, and flow into the Atlantic Ocean; 2d. Those south of the Alleghany
range, which discharge themselves into the Gulf of Mexico; 3d. Thq Mississippi
and its wide tributaries, which drain the waters of the vast valley included be-
tween the Rocky and Alleghany ranges; and 4th, The rivers which, rising on the
gestern declivity of the Rocky Mountains, direct their course to the Pacific

cean. ' : )

The Penobscot is the largest river that has its course wholly in the State of
Maine. It joins the Penobscot Bay between the towns of Penobscot nngl Pzzospect.
It is navigable for vessels of considerable burden to Bangor, where navigation and
the tide terminate, Large quantities of timber are exported. from the sea-ports
on the river and bay., The course of this river is near 300 miles, )

Kennebeck River is, next to the Penobscot, the largest in Maine, It js the |f
outlet of Maose Head lake, the most considerable in the State. It is navigable
for vessels of 150 tons to Hallowell, 40 miles from the sea. Its whole course is
about 230 miles. L

Connecticut River, the most important stream in New Engla_nd, rises in the
highlands separating the United States from Canada, and flows into Long Island
Sound, after a course of upwards of 400 miles. It is navigable to Hartford for
large steam-boats, and vessels of 8 feet draught; also for small steam-boats to
Wells river, in Vermont, more than 200 miles above Hartford, The head waters
of this river are elevated 1600 fest above Long Island Sound. Its banks present
to the eye every variety of scenery ;—magnificent mountains and hills, delightful §
valleys and meadows, unsurpassed in beauty and fertility, and many of the most
beautiful towns and villages in New England.

The Hudson River rises west of Lake Champlain in numerous branches, and
pursuing nearly a straight southerly course of about 320 miles, unites with the
Atlantic below the city of New York. This is one of the most important rivers
in the United States, The navigation and commerce on its waters are very great,
and annually increasing. By means of the Erie and Champlain canals, it is con~{f
nected with Lake Erie and the St. Lawrence river, It is navigable for ships of
large burden to Hudson city, and for the largest steam-boats to Albany and Troy.

Delaware River rises in New York, and flowing south, separates Pennsylvania
from New York and New Jersey, and falls into Delaware bay, after a course of
about 310 miles, below New Castle. It is navigable for vessels of the greatest
burden to Philadelphia, and for small craft to the head of the tide at Trenton,
above which eity it is navigable 100 miles for boats of 8 or 9 tons.

Susquehannah River, one of the largest in Pennsylvania, is formed by its north
and west branches, which unite at Northumberlend, Its north, or longest branch,
rises in Otsego lake, New York, from whence to its month is about 460 miles,

The Potomac River rises in two branches in the Alleghany Mountains, and
forms, during its course to Chesapeake bay, the boundary between Virgihia and
Maryland. It is navigable for vessels of large burthen to Washington city. Its
junction at Harper's Ferry with the Shenandoah, is regarded as u great curiosity.
Its length is about 335 miles.

James Biver pursues a course of upwards of 400 miles, and unites with the
south part of Chesapeake Bay at Hampton Roads. It is navigable for sloops to
Richmond, where the Great Falls formerly presented an obstruction, but a canal
has been made around them, and the river is now navigable for batteaux 230
miles above the city.

Savannah River separates South Carolina from Georgia, and enters the Atlantic
17 miles below Savannah, to which eity it is navigable for vessels of large bur-

den, Steam-boats ascend the river to Augusta falls, o
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Appalachicola, which discharges itself into the bay of the same name, in the

ulf of Mexico, is formed by the union of the Chattahoochee and Flint rivers.
The former is navigated to Columbus by steam-boats: on its head-waters are
numerous gold-mines. The Appalachicola. and Chattahoochee united, are about
425 miles in length.

_ The Mgbile River is formed by the junction of the Alabama and Tombeckbee
rivers, 40 dmiles ghove Mobile. The head-waters of the Alabama rise in the gold-
region of Georgia, not far from the sources of the Chattahoochee, and after a south-
west course of near 500 miles, form a junction with the Tombeckbee. Steam-

boats ascend to Montgomery, a distance, by the meanders of the rivers, of near
300 miles,

.. 'The Mississippi is the largest river of North America, and one of the noblest
in the world—watering a more fertile region, and having a larger course of unin-
terrupted navigation, than any other known stream. Its course—taken in con-
nexion with its mighty auxiliary, the Missouri—is estimated at 4490 miles in
lepgth‘. The space drained by its waters is supposed to exceed 1,300,000 square
miles, being upwards of two-thirds of the whole territory of the United States, or
about one twenty-eighth part of the terraqueous surface of the globe. In no por-
tion of the world has the triumph of art over the obstacles of nature been so com-
plete. The introduction of steam-navigation has been productive of immense
advantages, and has been cartied to a greater extent than on any other river.
Mississippi proper rises west of Lake Superior, in a dreary and desolate region,
amidst lakes and swamps, and, after pursuing o south-east course of about 600
miles, reaches the falls of St. Anthony, where it descends perpendicularly 16 feet,
and where are 58 feet of rapids, Thence it flows a south-easterly, and then
southerly direction; and after forming the boundary between Missouri, Arkansas
Territory, and Louisiand, on the west, and Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, and
Mississippi, on the east, discharges its waters, through many mouths, into the
Gulf of Mexico. It is nearly 30&) miles long, and is navigable for steam-hoats to
the falls of St. Anthony. The following are the principal tributaries of the Mis-
sissippi from the west;—The St. Peter’s, which joins it at Fort Snelling,isa
stream of about 400 miles, flowing a south-east céurse. The Des Moines, a rivex
of about 400 miles in length, enters the Mississippi about 130 miles above the
Missouri,

The Missouri enters the Mississippi river about 18 miles above St. Louis, after
a course of 3217 miles, Although it loses its name at its confluence with the
latter, it is much the longer stream of the two; but the Mississippi, having been
first discovered and explored, has retained its name to the Gulf of Mexico. This
error being now past remedy, the Missouri must be considered as a tributary of
the Mississipi, It is formed of numerous branches, which rise among the Rocky
Mountains, between the parallels of 42° and 48° N, Latitude. The most remote
are the Jefferson, Madison, and Gallatin rivers. The only obstruction that occurs
to its navigation is at the Great Falls, a distance of 2575 miles from the Missis-
sippi. Here the river descends 362 feet in 18 miles: the descent is by four great
pitches or cataracts, of 88, 19, 49, and 26 feet, respectively. The width of the
river is about 850 yards, and the cataracts are considered to be, next to those of
Niagara, the grandest in the world, About 100 miles abovs, is the place called
the Gates of the Rocky Mountains, This river was lately ascended by a steam-
vessel 300 miles sbove the Yellow Stone, a distance from the mouth of the Mis-
sissippi of 3460 miles.

The largest tributaries of the Missouri are, the Yellow Stone, of 1100 miles in
length, the Platte, or Shallow river, of 1600 miles course, and the IKanzas, of
1200 miles in length. They all rise in the Rocky Mountains, and flow through
a flat prairie country, inhabited by a widely scattered Indian population,

The Arkansas is, after the Missouri, the most considerable tributary of the Mis-
siesinpi from the west, "It rises in the Rocky Mountains, and its_course is com-
puted to be about 2000 miles. It enters the Mississippi river sbout 540 miles
below the Missouri, Steam-boats can generally ascend thiz river to the mouth
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of the Caradian, its largest tributary, and occasionally to Cantonment Gibson, 640 |§
miles from the Mississippi river. . ) .
The Red River is the first tributarg stream of any note which enters the Mis-
sissippi, in ascending from its mouth. It has a course of about 1500 miles, and
flows through immense prairies of a red soil. L |
The prineipal tributeries of the Mississippi which flow into it ﬁ-om‘the east-

ward are as follows:— .. ) ‘
Chippeway River, 200 miles in length, enters the Mississippi at the lower end

of Lake Pepin. : o
"The Wisconsin River joins the Mississippi about 4 or 5 miles below the town
of Prairie du Chien. In part of its course it approaches so near the Fox River
of Grreen Bay, as to leave a portage of only 14 miles, It is one of the great natn-
ral ¢hannels of communication between the lakes and the Mississippi.
"The Minois River enters the Mississippi 18 miles above the Missouri, after a
conrse of more than 400 miles, It is near a quarter of a mile wide at its mouth,
and has a remarkably smooth, gentle current.
. The Ohio River is the largest eastern tributary of the Mississippl. At its
Junction, and for 100 miles above, it is as large as the parent stream. This river,
from its commencement, affords the most delightful prospects. Tributaries of
romantic and beautiful character come in almost at equal distances, as lateral
canals, The Qhio is formed by the union of the Alleghany and Monongahela
rivers at Pittsburg. Tt flows in a south-westerly direction for 945 miles, separa-
|tz the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, from Virginia and Kentucky, and |
falls into the Mississippi 193 miles below the Missouri, Its current is gentle,
tnd is nowhere broken by any considerable falls, except at Louisville, in Ken- [}
tucky, where the water descends 22} feet in 2 miles. This obstruction is now
obviated by the Louisville and Portland canal, which affords a passage to steam-
boats of small draft, it all seasons, to the upper parts of the river at ittshurg,
. The chief tributaries of the Ohio are the Wabash, a fine navigable river, which
riges in the north-east part of Indiana. It is in length about 450 miles,
KeT?:c kCum!Le{]lz:pcil River rises in thelmountg(l;ns, on the eastern boundary of
18 Y. igh water, it ia navigable for boats almost to its saurce, an
stenmy-hoats to Nashville at all xaewson%f1 , ures, and for ‘
. Tennessee River is formed by the union of several large branches, which Jf
Tisingr in the mountainous country in western Virginia and North Carolina, unite
| 1n ome in the vicinity of Knoxville, enters the Ohio 46 miles above the Mississippi,
| and 12 below the Comberfand, Ita entire course from the source of its longest
branch, s 850 miles distant from the Ohjo. It is navigable for steam-boats, in B
most stages of the water, to Florence, at the foot of the Muscle Shoals. 'This is
the most important of all the tributaries of the Ohio.
s'xsg';g;i Yl;taz:o, the moe;‘t zszgthg{n of téxed pri}ll-xcipal eastern tributaries of the Mis-
s a course o miles, and discharges it i ississippi
about 12 miles above the Walnut ’Hills. Bes waters 4o the Missisippi
The most considerable river on the Pacific side of the Rocky Mountains ia the
Colurnbia, or Oregon. Tts head-waters interlock with the Arkansas, Rio del
Norte, &e.: it is about 1400 miles in length, its principal branches are Tewis's or
Sm’ptfu river, 1000 miles in extent; Clark’s or Flat Head river, 700 miles long.
M'Gillivray's, Okinagan, &c. Fort George or Astoria, Fort Vancouver, and |
oth!em, on these waters, are trading establishments belonging to the British ’Hud- :
son’s Bay Company, Vessels of 800 tons may ascend the Columbia, 195 miles: ||
and large sloaps may go up to the head of tide, 183 miles from the Ocean, ’
Minerals abound in the United States in great variety and profusion. Iron v
very generally diffused, and is-very abundant.  Lead, limestone, and coal both of
the anthracite and bituminous- kind, abound in quantities supposed to be inex-
Imusutgle, especially of the former description. Gold has recently been found to
& considerable amount in Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama
and Tenvessee. The ‘most valuable mines are in North Caroling and Geor ia.
3 118 dlﬁ;xcult to ascertain the amount of gold found in the United States; but %he:
Smor e el sent o the Mit fom 1623 to 1836, was 84377500, pro-

o
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bably not one half of the produce for that period, as large amounts of it are sent
to Burope uncoined, The lead-mines of Missouri, Illinois and Wisconsin, are
said to be the richest in guality in the world; and the quantity of that metal ex-
‘tracted from the ore, within the last few years, has been so great as to exclude
almost entirely the foreign article from our markets, The annual produce of the
Missouri mines is estimated at 3 million, and of the Ilinols and Wisconsin, 24
million pounds,

Salt springs abound in many parts of the Union, and large quantities are manu-
factured in New York, Wektern Pennsylvania, Western Virginia, Ohio, and 11li-
nois: it is also made from sea-water in some parts of New England. The whole
amount made in 1840 was 6,179,174 bushels,

The United States form a federal republic. Each of the States is independent,
and has the exclusive control of all concerns merely local; but the defence of the
country, the regulation of commerce, and all the general concerns of the confede-
racy, are committed, by the constitution, to a general government.

<. 'T'he legislative power is vested in a Congress, consisting of a Senate and House
of Representatives. The Senate is composed of 2 members from each State,
chosen every two years, for a period.of six years, so that one-third of tho Senate
is renewed biennially. The members of the House of Representatives are chosen
avery two years, Their number is proportioned to the number of inhabitants, and
the ratio has been fixed at one for every 70,680 inhabitants, three-fifths of the
slaves being omitted in the enumeration, = The House of Representatives repre-
sents the poople; the Senate reprogents the States.

The jutﬁciar is composed of a Supreme Court, of one chief and eight associate

judges; of 35 {)istrict Courts, of one judge each, except that seven of the States
are divided into districts (New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Alabama, Missis-
gippi and Louisiana, are divided into two districts each, and Tennessee is divided
into three districts) ; there are 9 Cirenit Courts, composed of the judge of the dis-
trict, and one of the judges of the Supreme Court,
The oxecutive power is vested in a President, who, together with the Vice-
Prosident, is chosen for four years, by electors from all the States. The prineipal
subordinate officers of the executive departinont are the Sccretaries of State, of
the Treasury, of War, and of the Navy, the Postmastor-General, and the Attor-
noy-General. The Presidont must be o native-born citizen, or have been a citizen
at the adoption of the coustitution, of 36 years of age, and have resided in the
United States 14 years, The present constitution of the United States was
adopted in 1789, and has since been nmended, It seeures to the peaple the grand
prineiples of freedom, liberty of conscience in matters of religion, libexty of the
pross, trial by jury, and the right of choosing and being chosen to office,

The prineipal executive officers are the Secrotaries of State, of the Treasury, of
War, and of the Navy, the Postmaster General, and the Attornay General. 'Izhey
are removable at the will of the President, and, with the Vice-Prosident, form the
cabinet, The Department of State was created in 1789, 'The Secretary conduets
the negoliations with foreign powers, and corresponds with the publie ministers of
the United States abroad, and with those of foreign states near the United States.
Ho has the charge of the United States seal, proserves the originals of laws and
treaties, and of the public correspondence growing out of the intercourse between
the United States and foreign nations; he grants passports to American citizens
visiting foreign countries, hns the control of the patent office, and preserves -the
evidence of copy-rights, There are attached to the Department of State, 2 Diplo-
§| matic Buroay, o Consular Bareau, a Jome Bureau, and the Patont Ofice,

The Treasury Department was created in 1789, Tho Seevetary superintends
the fiseal concerna of the government; he is raquired to report 10 Congress annu-
ally the state of the finances, and recommends sueh mensures as he thinks proper
for improving the condition of the revenue. - The T'reasury Department comprises
the oflices of the Secretary, four Controllers, ton Auditors, the Register, the T'ren-
surer, the Salicitor of the 'I'reasury, and the Land Office, |
As there is ot prasent no direet taxation by the general government, tho revenue §

has arisen chiefly from the customs on imporis, and from” the sule of the public’
‘ 27
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. By these me the national government was enabled, Janugry 1st, 1837,
Li::dsnly tg complete ?ﬁ: pl;e nent of tghe public debt contracted during two wars
with Great Britainy by, af{; reserving $5,000,000, they were able to distribute
to the States the sum of $37,468,859, which, by an act of June 234, 1836, was
deposited with them according to the number of their electoral votes, liable to be
recalled in case of necessity, but which will probably never be recalled, The

eat expense of the Indian war in Florida, and the diminution of the eustoms
in consequence of commereial embarrassments, caused the expenses of the govern-
ment temporarily to exceed the revenue; so that a small debt was contracted,
amounting, on December 1st, 1844, to $23,850,673.03.

The public lands have recently been a great source of revenue, These lands
have been ceded to the United States by the new States, or have been derived
from the purchase of ILouisiana in 1803, and of ‘Flonda in 1819, They are con- |}
sidered as belongingr to the native tribes of Indians who inhabit them, until the
title has been regularly extinguished by purchase and treaty, When this is done,
they are surveyed, and sold at $1.25 the acre, as the lowest price. This source
of revenue is much less considerable than formerly. In 1836, it amounted to the,
large sum of $25,167,000; but it has now diminished to less than SB?,OO0,000
annually. The law for the distribution of the proceeds among the States has
been repealed. The revenue of the United States for the year ending July 1st,
1844, amounted, with a balance in the treasury at the commencement of the year,
to $40,816,207.58, and the expenditure to $32,958,827.94; leaving a balance in
the treasury,on the Ist of July, 1844, of $7,857,379.61. The United States have
272,645,356 acres of public land surveyed and unsold, and much more which is
not surveyed. ) o
" The mint of the Trnited States was established at Philadelphia in 1793; and,
in 1838, branches were established at Charlotte, N. C., at Dahlonega, Ga., and
at New Orleans, La. At the mint in Philadelphia, the whole coinage, from the
commencement (0 the end of the year 1842, amounted to 255,087,171 Ppieces, with
a value of $85,873,052; at the branch of Charlotte, 162,118 pieces, with a value

]/ of £666,030; at the branch of Dahlonega, 178,534 pieces, with = value of $827,-

638 ; at thebranch of New Orleans, 14,179,656 pieces, with a value of $3,155,443 ;
making a total of 269,607,479 pieces, with a total value of $90,522,163, ,
On June 30th, 1844, there were 14,108 post-offices in the United States; the
amount of transportation during the previous year was 35,409,624 miles, ata cost
of $2,938,651. The expenditure for the year was $4,296,867.70; gross amount
of revenue, $4,237,285.83. The General Post-Office is under the superintendence
of the Postmaster-General, who has the appointment of the postmasters through-

out the couniry, and the power of making contracts for carrying the mail,

The War Departinient was created in 1789, To this department belongs the
direction and governmient of the army of the United States, the arection of forti-
fications, the execution of topographieal surveys, and the superintendence of Indian

iaffairs. Attached to it are a Bureau of Indian Affairs, Pension Burean, Head-

Quarters of the Army, Quarter-Master’s Bureau, Subsistence Burean, General
Subsistence, Pay Bureau, Medical and Surgical Bureau, Engineer Bureau, Topo-
graphical Bureau, annd Ordnance Burean,
he Army of the United States consisted, in 1844, of 2 regiments of dragoons,
4 of artillery, and 8 regiments of infantry, containing, at the end of the year 1844,
8,616 men, viz., dragroons 1,298, artillery 2,340, infantry 4,456; the whole being
under the command of one major-general, and two brigadier-generals.
s The office of the Secretary of the Navy was created in 1798, The Department
consists of a Burean of Docks and Navy Yards, of Ordnance and Hydrography,
of Constraction, Repairs and Equipments, of Provisions and Clothing, and of
Medicines and Surgical Instruments, .
The Navy of the United States, though on a small scale, acquired great repu-
tation during the last three years’ wat, when the American ships successfully
encountered those of the mistress of the ocean, Much has since been done, both
in enlarging the number of vessels, and extending and constructing suitable dock-
yerds 5 but the naval force is not considered adequate to the exigencies of the
1L~ 1° OXISGNCIS Ol the
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country. In the year 1844 it consisted of 6 ships of the line, 1 razee, 14 frigates,
21 sloops of war, 16 brigs and schooners, 3 store-ships, and 8 sieamers, alloat.
There are on the atocks, in an unfinished state, 4 ships of the line, 3 frigates, 1
store-shipy an iron steamer at Pittshurg, and one at the navy-yard at Washington,
to be used as a waterrtank. 'Total, 78.

There are eight navy-yards belonging to the United States, vizi: at Ports-
mouth, N, H.; ‘at Charlestown, in Boston harbour; at Brooklyn, on Wallabout
Bay, opposite New York; at Ph‘xladelphia; at Washington City; at Gosport,
opposite Norfollk, Va.; at Pensacola, Fl.; and at Memphis, T'en,, on the Mis-
sissippi river: the-latter is not yet completed: There are 1g{raving or dry-docks
at Charlestown and Gosport, and a third is erecting at Brooklyn.

In its commerce, the United States is the second country on the globe, being
inferior only to Great Britain, In 1840, the capital invested in foreign trade, by
importing and commission merchants, was §119,205,367; in domestic retnil dry-
goods and other stores, $250,301,799 ; in the fisheries, 16,429,620, The regis-
tered tonnage of the United States, for the year ending September 30th, 1842, was
975,358 ; the enrolled and licensed tonnage was 1,045,758 and, of fishing ves-
sels, 71,278; making a total of 2,092,300, Of the registored and enrolled ton-
nago, there were employed in the whale fishery, 157,612 tons.

The value of the imports into the United States for the year 1844, was
$108,434,702, Tho value of the axports for the same period, was $111,128,278;
of which $100,183,497 was domestic produce. !

The United Statos axe chiefly an agricultwral people, to which they aro led by
the extent of their territory, and the fertility of the soil; and the agrienltural
rosources of the nation are becoming yearly more and more developed. The
following agricult.ural statistics are derived from the census of the United States
for 18402 “I'here were 4,335,699 horses and mules; 14,971,680 neat cattle;
19,311,374 sheep ; 26,301,293 swine; poultry was raised to the value of $9,344,« |
410, There were produced, 84,823,272 bushels of wheat; 7,291,743 of buek-
wheat; 378,631,875 of Indian corn; 18,645,667 of rye; 4,161,504 of barley ;g
123,071,341 of oatss 108,298,060 of potatoes; 35,802,114 pounds of wool ; [¥
219,163,319 of tobaceo ; ‘80,841,422 of rice; 790,479,270 of coiton; 155,100,809 If
of sugar; '1,288,602 of hops; 622,303 of wax; 61,552 of silk cocoons; 10,248,108 [}
tons of hay ; 95,261 of hemp and flax. Thero were 293 bushels of edible grains, |g
exclusive of potatoes, to every individaal of its population, The products of the |
dairy were valued at $33,787,008; of the orchard, at §7,256,904; of lumber, at|f
$12,943,607. And there were also made, 124,734 gallons of wine. -

The manufactures of the United States, though not equal to its agriculture and |§
commerce, and of recent origin, have glready risen to great respectability, A |f
large amount of property has been invested in them, machinery has been exten- |}
sively introduced, and they supply a great amount of articles for homo consump ||
tion, and, already, considerable for exportation, No country in the world can]
compete with the United States in the article of coarse cotton goods, neither as
to quality nor price.  Cottons which, in 1812, were worth 26 conts awyard, can (]
now be hought, of a better ({uality, for 8 cents, And, even in the finer quality |§

| conntry would be able to do without them. Uuless Great Britain and other ooun- [§

of goods, gront advancemont has been made, It is only sinco the peace of 1815
that manulactures have made great progess, though they were commenced in Rhode |}
Island many years before, and had made some advances, It was the policy of i
the Dritish wovernmant, before the revolution, to discourago American manufoc- |
tures, and thus to keop the country in n state of great dependonce.  But that has
gone by 3 and, should events ever cut off a supply of British manufactures, the |y

iries shall eonsent, in a fair way, to recoive American hread-stufls in exchange |f
for their manufactures, the Americans will be compolled to hecome thelr own
manufacturers, and thdy will thus secure theit substantinl independence. f
Home-made or family goods were produced, in the year 1840, to the amount of |
$29,023,380. There wero 1240 cotton factorios, with 2,284,631 spindles, which |

o capital of $51,102,359. 1420 woollen manufactories employed 1,342 persons, A

amployed 72,119 persons, and produeed articles to the amount of $46,350,453, with i}
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producing goods to the amount of $20,696,999; with a capital of $15,765,124 3 423 i

i facture

aper-mills employed a capital of $4,745,239; hats and caps were manuiat o
go [:he r:mount gf %:8,704,352, and straw bonuets to the amount of $19’:§3(2’5s(:;f1:
20,018 persons were employed in tanneries, with a capital of $15’65g’2,88 3ot
dleries, and other manufactories of leather, employed 2 capital of $ u,nt o
carriages and wagons employed 21,994 peraons, and produced to 'thde 8100 ol
$10,897,887, with 2 capital of $5,5651,632; mills of various kinds empita){ ol
60,788 persons, and produced to the amount of $76,516,246, with a 'ctape vas
$65,858,470; vessels were built to the amount of $7,016,094 ; fﬂrl'nll ur we‘r N
made by 18,008 persons, and employed- a_capital of $6,989,971. There ey
1552 printing-offices, 447 binderies, 138 daily, 125 semi-weekly or t'rl—wlele . 3’3,
and 1141 weekly newspapers, and 227 periodicals; the whole employing 't"lh; A
persons, and a capital of $5,874,815. Iron manufactures employed a caplta o
$20,432,131, and 30,497 persons; glass manufactares employed 3236 gars%fi ' 18
and a capital of $2,084,100, producing articles to the amount of $2,800,293. The j
anthracite coal employed a capital of $4,355,602, and 3043 persons ; blt“mm%‘g’ ‘
coal, 2 capital of $1,868,862, and 3768 persons; and lead, a eapital of $1,346,7 6,
and 1017 persons, The total amount of capital employed in manufacturea.was‘ :
$267,726,579. Fora more particalar account of the manufactures, see the axtieles i
on the respective States. )

The whale, cod, mackerel and other fisheries have long been an interest of great
national importance. They are carried on chiefly from the New England States,
and in New England ships. “The whale-fishery is prosecuted in the Atlantic ||
ocean, chiefly south of the line, for the right or black whale; and in the Southern,
Indian, and Pacific oceans, for the spermaceti whale. In the year 1841, 600 ves-
sels, of 193,000 tons, were employed in this business; and, in the course of the ]
same year, spermaceti and whale oil was brought home, of the value of about {
$7,400,000. Seal oil and furs are also obtained in the Antarctic seas by these j
adventurous seamen, The fishery is carried on chiefly from the ports of Nan- [
tueket and New Bedford, and also, but on a less scale, from New London, Sag|§
Harbouy, Warren, Bristol, Hudson, &c. About 16,000 men are engaged in i,
and the seamen are paid, not by fixed wages, but by a certain share in thre profiis |j
of the voyage. Those in the Pacific and Southern oceans are generally absent |t
from twwo to three years at a time. The cod-fishery is pursued on the banks and
coasts of Newfoundland, and on the Labrador coasts. It employs many thousands |
lof tons of small craft, some of which make several trips a year; those on the
| coast-fisheries generally remain longer. The mackerel-fishery also employs a
:great amount of shipping, In 1840 the fisheries produced 773,967 quintals of
smoked or dried fish, and 472,3593 barrels of pickleg fish.

No part of the world presents such an extensive river commerce. Steam-ves-
sels, first introduced in America on the Hudson river, ply on all the principal
streamns 3 and upwards of 100,000 tons of this species of craft belongs to the
United States, almost the whole of which is on the interior waters, The Missis-
sippi and its tributaries, comprising alone an extent of 8000 miles, is traversed hy
250 steamboats, Neither the States nor individuals have been slow in improving
and extending these natural advantages; and the spirit with which they have
undertaken, and the perseverance they have shown in executing the most magni-

i ficent plans, have shed a lustre on the American name. The great land-locked
'bays of the coast have been connected by a chain of canals, affording 2 safe
:internal water-route from Narragansett Bay to Albemarle Sound. The eastern
tand western waters have been united by several channels, which either turn the
| Alleghanies, or surmount their summits. The waters of the lakes and the Mis-
sissippi h